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A social entrepreneur has created a facility on Sindh foothills with a focus on reviving the traditional culture and
lifestyle in twentieth-century Kashmir. Apart from taking students for ‘living in past’ for a change and educating
them about sustainable transformation, Fayaz Ahmad Dar hopes that copying the model can help individuals live
a tension-free, self-sufficient life and revive the forgotten culture, reports Khalid Bashir Gura




‘ SEPTEMBER 19 — SEPTEMBER 25, 2021 @ WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE

KASHMIR

02 BRIEFING

OBITUARY

AZIZHAJNI

(March 7,1957 — September 11, 2021)

Abdul Aziz Parray aka Hajni was born in Sonawari on March 7,1957. After com-
pleting his highersecondaryschooling locally, he attended Government Degree
College, Bemina. He did his mastersin Kashmiri and got a gold medal, the first-
ever gold medal in the Kashmiri stream. He did his PhD from the same univer-
sity. He became a +2 lecturer and was a research officer in the department of
education. As Deputy Director Academics, hegot like-minded academicstoand
compiled Kashmiri textbooks for class first to twelfth. Eventually, in 2015, he
was appointed as Secretary of JK Academy of Art Culture and Languages. He
wasalso convenorof Sahitya Akademi for New Delhi’s Northern Regional Board.
Before that he headed the cultural forum, the Adbee Markaz Kamraz. Hajniwas
a writer, a poet and a broadcaster. He was a well-travelled man as well. Some
ofhisbooksinclude Pantchahan Variyan Hund Kashur Adab, Paer Zaan, Kaashire
Naat, Noor-e-Nooran, Vitasta Ki Saer, Kashur Aqgeedati Adab Punjabie Shayiri, Ze
Gaz Zameen. His 2015 book Aaini Khani — a collection of critical write-ups in
Kashmiri, won the Sahitya Academy best book award and has been translated
into many languages so far. Earlier, in 2013, his book Teuth Pazar also fetched
the translation award by the Sahitya Academy. The book is a translation of
short stories from various Indian languages.

At the age of 64, he passed away in peace at home with his entire family
around.

SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir High Court has ruled that not all Kashmiri Hindus are Kashmiri Pandits.
Therulingcame whiledismissing a petition that sought toinclude KashmiriHindusina govern-
ment special recruitment drive, announced for KPs. “Kashmiri Pandits is a separately identifi-
able community distinct from other Hindus residing in the Valley like Rajputs, Brahmins other
thanKashmiri Pandits, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribesand many others,” Justice Sanjeev
Kumar observed. The court said it is difficult to accept the contention of the petitioners, who
aremostly Kshatriyas, Rajputs, Scheduled Castes, non-Kashmiri Brahmins, tobe treated as KPs
and admitted to the benefits of the Prime Minister’s revised package for return and rehabilita-
tion of Kashmiri migrants, given effect to by the Rules of 2009 read with SRO 425 of 2017. The
significantjudgement haslong termimplicationsand some peoplearesaying they will challenge
it. By 2010, there were 114 Kashmiri Hindu families and about 700 KP families living in Kashmir
so when special recruitment for 1997 posts was announced all applied. “They are not Kash-
miri Pandits,” Satish Mahaldar, chairman, Reconciliation, Return and Rehabilitation of Migrant
Kashmiri Pandits (RRRM), was quoted saying. “We have a distinct culture, religious customs
and traditions. We do Bhairav puja and they pray differently. How can we be part of a huge
milieu? We are a smaller community but have a distinct identity.” In another petition in which
non-migrant Pandits were seeking quotain a professional college, a division bench of the High
Court disposed it off with no direction to the government.

Only 3000 of the estimated 25000 migrant Kashmiri
Pandits families living in Delhi reported to a special
camp to get domicile certificates. Of 3300 West
Pakistan refugee families living outside Jammu and
Kashmir, 100 have applied for the document.

KHANYAR

Whenmilitantsshot at sub-inspector, Meer Arshadin
a Khanyar neighbourhood, it was recorded by CCTV
camera. It was a point-blank murder that evoked
strong criticism from the mainstream parties. Meer
was quickly rushed to SKIMS where he died. Police
Chief, Dilbagh Singh said that Meer was deputed to
the hospital for a check-up of an accused person and
when he was coming out, he was shot at. He said the
killerhas beenidentified. Aresident of Kulmuna Kup-
wara, when hisbodyreached hishome, theentirebelt
came out to be part of his last rites. In solidarity, all
senior cops changed the display picture of their Twit-
ter handle to that of a picture of police officer Arshid
Ahmad Meer, after which, #WeAreAllArshid, started
trending on social media.

SRINAGAR

Jammuand Kashmirorganiseda
4-day golf tournament involving
a72-holestrokeplaywiththecut
being applied after two rounds.
Almost 125 golfers - 119 profes-
sionals and six amateurs, par-
ticipatedinthe TATA Steel Profes-
sional Golf Tour of India’s (PGTI)
13thseasonofthegolftournament
at Srinagar’s picturesque Royal
Springs Golf Course (RSGC). These
included OlympianUdayanMane,
Indian star Jyoti Randhawa and
PGTIOrderof Merit leaderKaran-
deep Kochhar.
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Making a global headline, a Kashmiri born British Muslim doctor helped a group of
Israeli doctors to successfully operate on a pair of twins conjoined at the head. The
12-hour operation took placein Beersheba, Israel with the support of Soroka Medical
Centreandis thefirst of the five such complex surgeries that DrNoor Ul Owase Jeelani
carried outside the UK. Jeelani, a pediatric neurosurgeon at London’s Great Ormond
Street Hospital, is considered an authority of such complex surgeries and has set up
a charity Gemini Untwined in 2018 to fund these procedures. With the help of the
charity,heandhiscolleague, Professor David Dunaway have carried out four separation
surgeries on twins who were conjoined at the head with fused skulls, intertwined
brains, sharing blood vessels. Every year almost fifty craniopagus conjoined twins
areestimated tobebornaround the world, of whichit is thought only 15 survive beyond
thefirst 30 days of life. With current technologies, approximately half of these cases
would be candidates for successful surgical separation.

r.

LADAKH

Years before the Red Army started systematic
incursionsinto Ladakh, Leh and Kargil had done
almost the same thing to Himachal’s huge belt
in Lahul Spiti, albeit for economic reasons. The
issue involves Sarchu and Shinkula pass on the
ManaliLeh highway, whichemerges as themost
soughtaftercampingsites during peak summer.
Hospitality professionalsfromLadakhareaccused
of encroaching upon the sites and physically
attacking theLahulprofessionals.Boththeareas
arepartoftheLahul Spitidistrict. Though Sarchu,
a starting point for challenging Zanskar Trek,
almost 222 km from Manali, is officially a part of
theLahaul-Spitidistrict, the JammuandKashmir
hadearliersetupapostalmost17kminsideHim-
achal’s territory. At one point in time, when the
SurveyGeneralofIndiavisited thespotinpresence
of the Deputy Commission’s of Kargil and Leh, it
was decided that the two governments would
deposit some mandatory fees to the Geological
Survey of India for final demarcation. However,
neither Himachal nor the erstwhile Jammu and
Kashmir government paid the fees as aresult of
which the issue is still hanging. Now the traders

routinely attack each other.

JAMMU

Inhislatest Jammuvisit,Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi accused the
RSS-BJPcombineoftryingtobreak
the composite culture of Jammu
and Kashmir. “The feeling of love,
brotherhoodandcompositeculture
existsamongyouall.lfeelsadthat
theRSSandBJParetryingtobreak
this culture,” Gandhi said in his
address to party workers during
his 2-day visit, after paying his
respects at Vaishno Devi shrine.
“They attack love and brother-
hood... You got weakened and as
result, they took away your state-
hood.” He also mentioned the suf-
ferings of the Kashmiri Pandit
families,onaFacebookpost:“Good-
will tomyKashmiri Pandit brothers
and sisters. The country will never
forgetthepainofyourfamilies’suf-
ferings. Humble tribute!”

BJPreactedquitesharply.“The
problems of Jammuand Kashmir
arethelegacyoftheGandhifam-
ily. It was Jawaharlal Nehru who
wasresponsible forthe problems
of Kashmir,” BJP spokesman
Sambit Patra said.

03

WASHINGTON

Itis now official that Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be flying to the US to attend the
Quad summit that President Joe Biden will preside over at the White House on Septem-
ber 24. Prime Ministers’ of Australia and Japan are also joining. Quad is the 4-country
strategic grouping, the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue that came into being in 2007.
Apartfromthe Covid19 pandemic, thefour leaders areexpected todiscuss “contemporary
global challenges” with a focus on Afghanistan and China. The Foreign Ministry said the
four leaders will “discuss regional issues of shared interest”. They met virtually almost
sixmonths ago.

Inanticipation of the summit, interesting reports are emerging fromthe US. Republican
Senator Marco Rubio, during a Congressional hearing, has said that the role of Pakistan
in enabling the Talibanis a victory that is not sending a good message to India.

“India ... | know that there was an announcement today there’ll be a meeting of the
Quad fairly soon, whichisagood development, except that the Indo-Pacific region, if you
are India, you're looking at this and saying, ‘If the United States allowed Pakistan to
unravel their standing,” Rubio was quoted saying. “Because the Pakistanirole in all this
-and I think multipleadministrationsare guilty ofignoring it. The Pakistaniroleinenabling
theTalibanisultimatelyavictory forthose pro-Taliban hardlinersin the Pakistanigovern-
ment.” Headded: “They (Indians) have tobelooking at thisand saying if the United States
could have, you know, a third-rate power like Pakistan unravel its aims, what chance do
they have of confronting China? So, | think this leaves usin a terrible situation..They were
able to go there to rest, to refit, to train, to recruit. And so, in summary, even before the
withdrawal, we had a terrible status quo. The security forces, a small number of US
forces, you know, continued to die.”

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken told the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations
that the US was in touch with India on using it as a staging post for aerial strikes in
Afghanistan, while it will reassess its relationship with Pakistan.

“I'mtalking northwest India as a potential because Qatarand Doha are just a little bit
too far,” said Blinken, but refused to elaborate, observing that, “Let me just say gener-
ally we're deeply engaged with India across the board with regard to any specifics about
over-the-horizon capabilities and the plans that we put in place.” The Pentagon’s last
over-the-horizon strike had killed nine civilians instead of a suicide bomber.

These statements in anticipation indicate that not only the Quad Summit but also
Prime Minister’s UN speech will be interesting.

KATRA

The day Mumbai Police chose to submit the 1467-page
supplementarycharge-sheetinsensational pornography
racket involving Raj Kundra and three others, his wife,
actress ShilpaShettyfootedal3-kmdistancetoreachthe
caveshrineof VaishnoDevi. Shilpawasseeninphotographs
on a horse and after paying her respects, she interacted
with some media persons. “It was due to the goddesses’
call that | cameall the way to pay obeisance to her,” Shet-
ty said. It also means that the police case against her
husbandis fool-proof and now sheis praying foramiracle.
Mumbai police have so far arrested 11 persons in the case
that was busted after araid at a bungalow in Madh Island
in February 2021 where porn films were allegedly being
shot. Kundra and Thorpe, who headed his company’s IT,
onJuly19. Shetty has distanced from the case early but is
fighting a legal battle to get her husband free.
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GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES

Weaponizing Social Media
Speaking at the Passing out parade of 669 cadets of Jammu and Kashmir Fire and Emer-
gency Servicesat Udhampur, Lt GovernorManoj Sinha said the examinationandselection
process for these posts commenced in 2013, but it was held up unnecessarily. The batch
started in 2020 and its passing out parade has shown the commitment of the present
government towards speedy disposal of recruitment process.
The Police Academy, he said has a long history of producing brave police personnel who
are doing acommendable job in ensuring a safe and secure environment for the people.
“New generation warfarei.e. social media is being used as a potent weapon by some
elements not only at national but international level to disrupt peace in Jammu and
Kashmir,” Sinhasaid, adding that thereisaneed tokeepastrict vigil on this. “We will fight
terrorism with full force and even those who encourage it will also face stern action.

Forest Rights Act Implementation

Finally, the Jammu and Kashmir government has started providing community rights
certificates under the Forest Right Act to Gujjar-Bakerwal, and Gaddi-Sippi communities.
Lt Governor termed it as a historic day as Jammu and Kashmir had to wait for more than 14
years. The administration, he said has been vigorously pursuing the ideals of establishing
an equitable and just social order and has been working sincerely to empower the tribal
community, which remained neglected and discriminated against for decades together.

Besides implementing the constitutional rights of the tribal community, he said the
administrationis working to connect the tribal populationand theirnew generation with
the mainstream of development. He said the tribal community needs to be sensitive
towards their responsibility to nurture our forests and other natural resources. Rich
biodiversity means a stable ecosystem, which plays a vital role in our cultural diversity
and economic growth, he said.

Lt Governorsaid Rs10 croreare beingimmediatelyreleased forinfrastructure develop-
ment as the highest ever allocation of Rs 73 crore stands allocated for Cluster Tribal
ModelVillageinthecurrent fiscal. Other projectsinclude developing transit accommoda-
tions at eight places at an estimated cost of Rs 28 crore, building Tribal Bhavans in
Jammu, Srinagar and Rajouri, Rs 15 crore Tribal Health Plan and creation of health sub-
centre for the static population, mobile medical care units for the migratory population
and establishing a cluster of 15 tribal SHGs to empower the youth and women of the
community. Besides, 16 milk villages would be built at an investment of Rs 16 crore that
would give jobs to around 2000 youth.

Fresh Capital Infusion
Inabid toboostits capital adequacy, JK Bank received Rs 500 crore from Jammu and
Kashmir government as capital to acquire over 16.76 crore shares. With the infusion
of Rs 500 Cr, the government’s equity share in the Bank will rise to over 74 per cent.
Meanwhile, the bank’s Employees Stock Purchase Scheme (ESPS - 2021), to raise
capital of Rs 150 crore, received an overwhelming response from the bank staff and
got over-subscribed within days after the issue. The Bank got an over-subscription
amount of morethanRs 200 croreinstead of the board-approved figure and will now
allot the number of shares to staff in proportion toits laid-down eligibility criteria.

Young Leadership Awards
Lt Governor, Manoj Sinha felicitated young achievers with the ‘Kashmir Young Lead-
ership Award’ last week. “Young leaders facilitate the creation of a prosperous society
that did not exist before. The young leaders, young minds can alone solve the entire
world’sgreat problemsand generate moreideasand resources to confront the future
challenges”, he noted, insisting youth continue to be the focus of his government.

During the course of his regular interactions with the youth in the last 13 months,
he said he noted the youth have five important priorities - jobs according to their
qualifications; ample opportunitiesand handholding tobecomeentrepreneurs; access
to modern education in consonance with market requirements and dynamically
changing skillsets;implementation of good governance practices and elimination of
corruptioncompletely fromthesystemand tohave the opportunity toleadahealthy,
peaceful, and secure life.

Asmanyas 46 youngachieversforvarious fieldsincluding health, education, sports,
adventure sports, social work, journalism, environment conservation, Art, Music,
Women empowerment, were awarded on the occasion.

1.65 Lakh MT CA Storage Facility

In his interactions in the Lt Governor’s conference on the agricultural sector, Lt Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha said for the first time in Jammu and Kashmir more than 2000
truckloads of vegetables were marketed across the country.

Apart fromthe Gl tagging of Saffron, he said the administration made new strides
inorganic certification of productslike BasmatiRice and transportation of perishable
productsthrough air cargo to various domestic markets. Enhanced focusis being laid
to stabilize the fruit market of Horticulture produce and ensure round the year sale
of the fruits like an apple on good prices, besides establishment of storage within
JammuandKashmir.During thelast year, 40,000 MTs of storage has beenestablished
thereby making availableatotal of1.65 LMT of CAstoragefacilities. Right now, 35,000
MTs of storage capacity is under construction.

On the occasion, the Lt Governor sought Rs 800 crore support from the Union
Government for Modified High-Density Plantation in Jammu and Kashmir. He also
highlighted the need for special provisions under existing schemes for the establish-
ment of CA stores, more fruit and vegetable Mandis and electronic platforms for the
market of Agriculture and Horticulture produce.
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SPECIAL REPORT

REGISTERING A CASE

In certain cases, it is difficult to register even a case. Khalid Bashir Gura meets two
families who fought protracted battles in court to get an FIR registered

o,

en a court ordered,

after almost two years

of struggle, theregistra-

tion ofa First Informa-

tion Report (FIR), it brought respite

for Mohammad Rafiq Shagoo. A

42-year-old grocery-store owner, Sha-

goo has been desperate to get justice
for his wife.

Having accepted the loss of their
mother infront oftheir eyes in Bemi-
na (Srinagar), Shagoo’s two sons;
Aayan, 12, and Mahir, 9, are happy
that they have a new caretaker in
their step-mother. Shagoore-married
inthefirst week of September during
therestrictionsand communication
blackout imposed by the authorities.
Shagoo’s first wife was his cousin.

Shagoos’ were a happy lot. They
had a handicrafts business in Goa.
Marriedfor 12 years, after her death,
Shagoo left his profession, stayed at
home to take care of his two minor
sons. Subsequently, he started a gro-
cery store to make two ends meet.

Shagooremembershow Fahmeeda,

B L
AT G TR S

In this file pic,police use tear gas shelling to disperse the protesters in Srinagar.

his first wife, struggled to breathe
and collapsed outside the gate, notfar
away from the that he later carved
out of his two-story house. Quickly,
she wasrushed to thenearby SKIMS
hospital, throughamaze of checkpoints
and barbed wires. But it was toolate.

AUGUST 9, 2019

Four daysafterreadingdown Article
370 and subsequent curfew and com-
munication blackout, on August 9,
2019evening, Fehmeeda was working
inherkitchen after customary clean-
ingofthe house priortoEid al-Adha,
scheduled three days later.

There were some proteststhat Fri-
day and to thwart away the stone-
pelting mob, the police lobbed tear-
smoke shells in the neighbourhood
areas.

“Intheeveningthe protests inten-
sified and around 6 pm, police fired
dozens of tear-gas and pepper-gas
shells outside our home, some of
which landed inside our compound,”
Shagoo said.

Shagoo was having tea. He left it
midway when hisneighbour informed
himthat cops were chasingprotestors
and smashing whatever came their
way. Herushed outtopark his vehicle
at a safer place.

The situation had changed when
he returned. “My wife had rushed
out of the house due to suffocation
by toxic gases. She had collapsed
and was gasping for breath just out-
side the door and my brother was
trying to help her,” Shagoo said.
“She constantly complained of
breathlessness.”

Soon she started vomiting blood
and was rushed to the hospital by
Shagoo and his brother on a two-
wheeler. They reported in to the hos-
pital by around 7 pm.

“Earlier the day, she was fine and
healthy but complained of paininher
right leg. As Eid was commencing,
shehad beenbusy cleaning and doing
household chores for many days. Few
hours before protests broke out; we
went to anearby hospital for a check-

up,” Shagoosaid,addingthatthedoc-
tors informed them that she is medi-
cally normal and has been tired due
to prolonged work. “After few hours,
weused the same prescriptiontoreach
the hospital as she was gasping for
breath.”

Aswereached thehospital, she was
constantly pleading doctor to save
her life as she has two small kids
recalls Shagooastearswellupinhis
eyes. “Kindly save me,” she pleaded
while gasping for breath, according
to her husband.

PUT ON OXYGEN
Doctors gave Fehmeeda oxygen and
puther on aventilator but Fehmeeda
didn’tsurvive. “At7.40pm, shedied,”
Shagoosaid. Asherbody wasbrought
back home, protests intensified again.
Fehmeeda’s medical records,
accessed by Kashmir Life, suggest
that she died of a “sudden cardiac
pulmonary arrest” suffering “acute
lunginjury” due to “toxic gasinha-
lation.”

€® KLImage: BILALBAHADUR
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STRUGGLE FORANFIR

Devastated Shagoo’s struggle started
from the hospital itself when the hos-
pitaladministration dragged its feet
onrevealing medical records.

“It took almost a week to get medi-
calreportsascertainingherapparent
cause of death. However, the actual
cause of death could only be “ascer-
tained after an autopsy,” Shagoosaid,
insisting the post-mortem was not
conducted. “I was ready to exhume
her body if hospital and police want-
ed to conduct an autopsy.”

No case could beregistered in this
incident as the FIR was not lodged
despite Shagooapproachingthe police
station repeatedly.

“InitiallyI wasturned away by the
officials. They said that the senior
officer of the post was not available.
The communication was down and
they kept postponing it,” Shagoo
alleged. However, grief-stricken Sha-
goo was relentless.

Disillusioned with the police’sreluc-
tance inlodging FIR, Shagoosaid one
dayheranoutofpatience. Inanargu-
ment with the police officer, Shagoo
alleged the officer told him, “Do what-
ever you want and the ‘door of the
courts are open.”” And it was at that
moment that hopes of getting justice
fromthejudiciaryrekindled hisfaith
in justice, he said.

INTHE COURT OF LAW

Almostafteramonth, in September
2019, Shagoo moved to Jammu and
Kashmir High Court asking for an
FIR to be registered. Human Rights
Law Network (HRLN) helped him in
pursuit of justice.

Initially, he pleaded before the High
Court but were directed to approach
the concerned Chief Judicial Magis-
trate, his advocate Shah Faisal said.

“Under 156 clauses 3 of CRPC, we
filed the complaint. However, police
argued that they have already regis-
tered an FIR. The police had lodged
FIR after the protestors emerging
from the boat colony appeared near
the National Highway, Bye-Pass,
Bemina, near JVC and blocked the
road and pelted stones on private and
official vehicles lying on the road,”
Faisal said. “To disperse the mob,
tear gas shells were fired in the air
and the mob got dispersed. An FIR
bearing No 272/2019 in respect of
offences U/S 147, 148, 341, 336, 427,
RPCwasregistered and investigation
isintheprocessasnoinjury hasbeen
reported orally or written.”

The process dragged on for almost
two years.

Anorderissued by CJM, Srinagar,
reads that there wasnoharm inreg-
istering an FIR into the incident of
the death of the deceased and inves-
tigatethe circumstances. “The court
said that the investigating officer
should not be below the rank of a
Deputy Superintendent of Police. It
directed the officer to submit a status
report on the investigation to the
court after every 20 days,” the order
said. “I do not hope much. How will
they implicate their own officers?”
Shagood said.

AUGUST 25, 2010
But Shagoo isnot the only person who
had to fight a larger battle to get an
FIR registered.

On Friday, August 20, 2010, in the

Father and the sister of the Umar Qayoom Bhat staged a peaceful protest at Press Enclave Srinagar.

month offasting, Umar Qayoom Bhat,
17, had gone to offer prayers. He was
fasting. The erstwhile state was wit-
nessing violent protests over Machil
fake encounter.

Umar Qayoom Bhat, 17, a class elev-
enthstudentat MPMLHigher Second-
ary School, Bagi Dilawar Khan, Sri-
nagar was “ruthlessly tortured by
police,” according to his family.

On June 11, 2010, Tufail Ashraf
Mattoo, a student of Class twelfth
at Government Higher Secondary
School Hazratbal was killed. His
killings triggered massive protests
across Kashmir. According to
reports, the police had fired tear gas
shellsathimKkillinghim on the spot.
Tufail’s skull had cracked open by
the impact of ashell that had hithis
head so forcefully that parts of his
brain spiltonthedirt of Gani Memo-

rial Sports Stadium according to
reports.

Both Qayoom and Mattoo were the
only sons of their parents.
Torture Tale
AfterfinishingFriday prayers, protests
started. Tofoil protests, police chased
protestors and dispersed the mob.
However, police wereable tolay their
hand on Umar Qayoom Bhat and he
was beaten on the street itselfalleges
the family. As Bhat’s phone was
switched off, the worried family start-
ed looking for him. They found a
singleslipperlyingonthestreet which
they presumed belonged to Bhat.

“Everyone was saying that a boy
has been almost killed on the street.
Soon an old man asked my father to
go to a police station to ascertain if
his son is in the police station near
SKIMS Soura,” his sister said.

As Abdul Qayoom Bhat saw his
son, he broke down. “I am not able to
getuporwalk,” hissonhad told him.
Despite repeated requests to shift
Bhat to a hospital, his sister alleged
police rejected the request.

Intheevening whenhisfather went
with milk and bananas to break his
fast, he saw his son oozing blood out
of the mouth. Later in the night, one
of the neighbours helped the family
talk to Bhat wherein his repeated
requested would be to take him to
hospital.

Ashewasreleased onbail,on August
25, 2010, “four days after he was
released by Sourapolice station from
custody”, Qayoom succumbed to inju-
ries at the hospital as his internal
organs were “damaged after police
beathimduringdetention,” hissister
recalls.

Hehad succumbed dueto, “respira-
tory hypertension with severely
deranged blood gases, diffuse intra-
pulmonary haemorrhage and blunt
trauma on chest,” as per the hospital
records accessed by Kashmir Life.

HOSPITAL INVOLVEMENT

However, the family believes that
hospital authorities were complicit
withpolicein hidingthetruthasthey
initially keptusindark over internal
damage to organs. “At the hospital,
thedoctors said heisnormal without
conductingpropertestsanddischarged
Umar swiftly. On the next day when
his condition got worsened, werushed
him to the hospital again wherein
after he was put him on the ventila-
tor,” said his sister.

He succumbed to his injuries on
August 25, 2010, triggering a wave of
protests in his area of Soura.

Eight Years

Adaily wager, Abdul Qayoom Bhat
lost hisonly son among three daugh-
ters. He continued to pursue justice.
Besides, the expenses, thelegal process
cost him his earnings, his daughter
said.

In 2011 the family had moved an
application before the court seeking
an FIR into his death wherein they
had mentioned that Qayoom was
“arrested by the personnel of Soura
police station Soura and was beaten
mercilessly”.

“It took us eight long years to get
an FIR lodged,” his daughter said
afteralocal courtin Srinagardirect-
ed the Soura police station to lodge
an FIR in the custodial killing.

In March 2018, the family hired
deceased Babar Qadriandthreehear-
ingslater an FIR waslodged. An FIR
into his death was filed at Police Sta-
tion Soura on the directions of the
CJMon September9,2018, under FIR
No 97 0f 2018 under section 302 RPC.

Police were given 42 days to file a
charge sheet but nearly three years
have passed the police are yet to sub-
mit it. Lately, on August 26, 2021, the
daughter and father protested in the
pressenclaveand demanded tofilethe
charge sheet.

“Tamfightingfor everyoneand not
justmy brother. What happened with
uscanhappen with anyone,” she said.
We cannot even afford a lawyer and
need support to continue justice. “I
am looking for a lawyer,” she said.

For more than a decade the justice
according to families continues to
elude them.[d
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‘MAINTAIN A RESPECTABLE
DISTANCE WITH WILDLIFE’

INTERVIEW 07

People get scared watching a Kashmir lady catching snakes in the homes and driving them to
the forests. As the man-wild animal conflict surges, Kashmir’s lone wildlife rescuer is in sharp
focus. Urvat il Wuska talks to Aaliya Mir about a wide range of wildlife

KASHMIR LIFE (KL): What
motivatedyou to choose wildlife rescue
as your career despite being from a
mathematics background?

AALIYAMIR (AM):Ididmymasters
in Mathematics as I was inclined
towardsteachingsatthattime. While
pursuingmy graduationIgotmarried
toaveterinarianand it wasthetime
when my journey into wildlife begun
and my interest in this field started
to develop. So I first started to work
as a volunteer for wildlife and used
toparticipate in workshops and their
fundraising programmes.

While working, I gradually real-
ized that doing this job is giving
me a different
self-satis-
fac-

tion. I think one gets this satisfac-
tion only when you are working for
agood cause and this motivated me
to work in wildlife. SoIjoined Wild-
life SOS as an employee and joined
them officially in 2007 when they
started their project of mitigation
of man and animal conflict in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

While doing my job, I go to
different colleges and
schools for awareness
programmes and inter-
act with the youth and
students. Thisiswhy I
alwaysfeel that wildlife
is providing me with
an opportunity to ful-
filmy passion of being
a teacher.

KL: How challenging
doyoufaceasafemale?
AM: I think every job
isachallenge initselfbut
the extra challenging

thing in my job is that as a female I
work with wildlife, which isusually
considered asamen’sfield.Iamvery
much thankful to almighty Allah
that I got to work with people who
always boosted my morale. Everyone
in my organization including my
seniorsand co-workersnever let me
feel down or made me realize that I

am alone in this
field.

KL: What was your family’s reaction
when you decided to choose this
profession?

AM: My actual journey of wildlife
started soon after my marriage so it
wasnot possible without their support
to continue in this field. I feel lucky to
be a part of such a family that never
stopped me to follow my passion
especially my husband. Wildlife isnot
adayjob, itisafield where you can get
a call anytime as there is no barrier
ofday andnight in this profession. But
everyone in my family supported me
and my children are also very coop-
erative. So whatever I have achieved
is only because of their support.

KL: Man-animalconflictisincreasing
day byday. Whatarethemain reasons
behinditand whatmeasuresshould

be taken to overcome this?
AM: First of all, we need to
understand thereasonbehind
why animalsmovetowards
human habitations.
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Before that, however, we have to ask
ourselveswhetheritisactuallyahuman
habitationornot? Thehumanpopulation
isincreasing, peoplearemakingtheir
homes near the forests so animals
come down in search of food and get
attracted towardsthelivestock. Rapid
urbanizationisanother causeofrising
man-animal conflict as we canseebig
concrete buildings all around us and
roads being built through wildlife
sanctuaries.

The developmental work going on
in Dhoodpathri and Tosamaidan is
one such example of rapid urbaniza-
tion. It has been a trend now that we
get two to four calls on average of
reptile cases. Before 2014 snakes were
rarely seen. So we can clearly under-
stand that weare in a consistent con-
flict because of habitat loss of these
wildlife animals.

KL: Whatisthefocus of Wildlife SOS?
AM: Wework for three main causes.
The first is to rescue wild animals
and then release them to the wild
after proper examination. Second is
education and awareness ofthemasses
about the human and wild animal
conflict. We make people aware of the
precautions and prevention of human

lives. The third is the training of
frontline staff who are directly and
indirectly involved with the society
formitigation of human wild animal
conflict. Wildlife SOS also works with
local communities through outreach
programmes and workshopstoreduce
or resolve human-wildlife conflicts.
Webelieve it is possible and absolutely
criticalthathumans and wildlife find
ways to peacefully coexist.

KL: Doyou ever feel scared whiledoing
risky rescue operations like helping a
venomous reptile?
AM: Yes. Because unless you do not
havefear ofthem, you cannot maintain
a gap with them. If you do not fear
you will keep disturbing them so in
order to save yourselfit isimportant
to maintain a reasonable gap.

Animals usually attack you when
you disturb them or make them feel
thatthey are in danger. So we should
alwaysrespecttheanimalsand main-
tain the distance between them. We
have many examples where people
especially youngstersmishandlethese
animals and get attacked.

We need to understand that they
too are living creatures - when you

improperly handle them they feel
dangersoinordertosave themselves
they attack you. So I always try to
maintain a space with them.

KL: In Kashmir, there are only a few
professionsthataresocially acceptable
for females but you arean example for
girls who want to go beyond that and
pursueanapparently risky profession.
Sowhatisyour messagefor halfofthe
population, I mean the women?

AM: My messagetogirlsisthatifyou
feel youare capable of doingsomething
do not think twice, just do the work
you are comfortable in. But always
remember that you are a special cre-
ation of Almighty sotake care of your-
selfand your parents by being obedi-
ent to them. When you keep these
things in mind, nobody will stop you
from achieving success. If I can do
wellinthisfield despitebeingafemale,
youcanalsodo. Nothingisimpossible
when you are confident about yourself
and work honestly. And my message
to all those parents who believe that
their children can be successful only
ifhe/shebecomesadoctor oranengi-
neer is to let your children free to
explore different professions.

KL: How do you manage your
profession and homeat the sametime
despite being the mother of two
children?

AM: It is very challenging for me
to do so but with the support of my
family and team, I am able to
manage my profession as well as
my home. My children have accepted
my job with all those challenges
that I go through and they are
alwaysready with me toface these
challenges.

KL: Do you wish to tell anything to
the commoners?

AM: We should always remember
thatanimals both domestic and wild
arethecreaturesof Almighty Allah.
He has made everything in this
universe withapurposesoeverything
thatexistshasitsown worth. Respect
these animals because we will be
held accountable for whatever we do
in this world. Be responsible and
always do well so to play a better role
asahumanbeing. Andthis world is
precious, weneed to save this world
for future generations so that they
will have a good environment with
fresh air and water. [
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP

ANCIENT FUTURES

A social entrepreneur has created a facility on Sindh foothills with a focus on reviving the traditional culture
and lifestyle in twentieth-century Kashmir. Apart from taking students for ‘living in past’ for a change and
educating them about sustainable transformation, Fayaz Ahmad Dar hopes that copying the model can help
individuals live a tension-free, self-sufficient life and revive the forgotten culture, reports Khalid Bashir Gura

nthelap of mountains, treading
a green alley as one unlatches
the wooden door of Sagg Eco
Village, at Lar (Ganderbal), one
instantly zooms past into Kashmir’s
recent cultural past. From the
orchestraofcicadastobirdschirping,
one is filled with serenity as fresh
wafts of cold breeze provide relief
from the scorching summer sun. At
dusk, as the crescent moon reclines
on mountains, the city from far
twinkles and the unpolluted dark
bluesky isfilled with galaxies of stars.
As invisible insects buzz in the
abundant sea of flora, the night is
filled with serene silence and cold.

Spread over 11 Kanals of
land, Sagg founder, Fayaz Ahmad
Dar, 45, believes he is reclaiming
pristine past and healing polluted
present with universal core values.

“Sagg (Kashmiriword for nurture)
is an eco-cultural, recreational,
educational farm with campingfacility
besides hosting and facilitating
individual and group recreational
stays, events and retreats, social
gatherings, treks, walks, bike rides,
and eco-therapy sessions,” said Dar
wholeadsateamoftenmembers.“When
someone enters Sagg they arecoming
home as it is a place where one is
reconnected with oneself, reflect,

rejuvenates, detoxifies.” De-stressing
is natural as visitors are far away
from the din and fast-paced life.

ENTER THE VILLAGE
Asoneentersthe Sagg, optimal use
of space and discarded products
adorn the pathway. Kashmiris tra-
ditional hand-made products are
omnipresent in the dwellings and
cafés. The floor of the restaurant is
plain soil, which emanates a sooth-
ing smell when watered to mop. Its
benches and chairs are made of
wicker and wood. Similarly, thereed
mats gone out of fashion adorn mud
walls and floors.

“Weprepare and sell healthy foods
based on natural ingredients and
traditionalrecipes, and handcrafted
lifestyle products based on eco-friend-
ly processes,” said Dar, who coaches
individuals, groups,and organizations
toachievethedesired transformation
for personal development, profes-
sional enhancement and social well-
being. “We explore the connections
between beliefs, behaviours and val-
uestounderstand theirimpactonthe
quality of our life and the ways we
can transform them.”

Sagg also collaborates and works
with individuals, groups and
organizations on social
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entrepreneurship, participatory
actionresearch and developmental
projects.

EVOLUTION

Dar still remembers a haunting call
fromhis father to gotoschool. “I was
sowingricesaplinginthepaddy field
when my father called and compelled
me to go to school. Iloved to be in the
mud. My heartsank asIThated monot-
onous classrooms, syllabus and being
far away from family,” said Dar who
has travelled to more than dozens of
countries now.

Dar is now a social entrepreneur
as he develops regenerative systems
and coaches peopleand organizations
for sustainable transformation. He
is also trained and experienced in
personality transformation, sustain-
able development, regenerative agri-
culture, businessand humanresourc-
es management, and conflict
resolution. “For over 20 years I stud-
ied and worked in different cultural
settingsand varied fields—including
educational, organizational and devel-
opmental practice, administration
and research.”

After studying at Government
Middle School, Wahidpora, Daravailed

scholarshiptostudy at Jawahar Navo-
daya Vidyalaya School. After passing
hismatriculation, he pursued science.
However, he had no great academic
interestsand puttinghimselfinarat
race of being meritorious.

Afterpassinghishighersecondary,
hisacademics took a back seat in his
priorities as he prioritized working
full time and studying part-time.

In August 1995, he went to Delhi to
pursue higher studies and study for-
eign languages. Having exhausted
hisfather’s money, he had to fend for
himself. “My first job was cleaning
the clinic and assisting the homoeo-
pathicdoctor. My monthly salary was
Rs320,” hesaid. Hejuggled with diverse
jobsand somehow learned to operate
a computer. He changed jobs and
employerstillhebecame an assistant
tothejointsecretarytoIndira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts.

ACOUNSELLOR

Somehow, Dar completed his Bach-
elors in Commerce from Delhi Uni-
versity.In2001, hejoined United States
- India Educational Foundation in
Delhi where he mainly counselled
aspirantsabout proceduresfor admis-
sion.

“I grew from an administrative
assistanttothedirector andresigned
asprojectsand administrative officer
in 2009,” Dar said. Simultaneously,
he worked on various projects involv-
ing children and underprivileged
groups. Meanwhile, he completed the
MBA evening program and by 2009
he owned a flat in Delhi.

“Even though I gave my best, deep
downIknew this isnot forever and I
always wanted tolisten tomy calling
asIhadrealized mylimitations,” Dar
said as his heart yearned to come
back to Kashmir.

In2009hebegantopreparetocome
back. He had never been a full-time
student at university or college; he
decided to pursue a course that will
help him come back. He chooses a
programme in Conflict Transforma-
tion and Sustainability in the USA.
After spendingayear hefulfilled the
yearning of his heart.

THERETURN
Back home, Dar said he carried the
baggage of childhood traumasandin
thehealing process; he started work-
ing on pitfalls that others especially
young may go through.

“Iwanted totell people what educa-

tion and schooling is. Schooling is
necessarily not an education. Educa-
tionislife,” hesaid. Hestarted engage-
ment with youth in order to find the
like-minded.

In Delhi, Dar had started an
NGO Koshish (effort) with afocus on
sustainable development. “In
sustainabledevelopment, weunderline
living life or creating an institution
orinfrastructurethatdoesnotdamage
anything in social, economic, and
ecologicalterms,” Darsaid, insisting
the humanbeings are not owners but
custodians of resources for
progeny. Koshish failed as he left for
the US.

When he came back, he
launched Mool, the root, Mool
sustainability research and training
centre, a charitable trust since 2012,
working for sustainable socio-
economic development through
participatory capacity building,
sustainable development, and
rehabilitation in Kashmir. The
ongoing work includes participatory
research with youth (capacity building
viaparticipatory dialogue, fellowships,
internships, volunteering
opportunities), promotingsustainable
practicesinfarmingand development.
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“One of our ongoing participatory
research projects is the articulation
ofacommon and shared value-based
vision for our life and society,” Dar
said. “It is this participatory work
thatpaved the way for theideaof saggto
emerge. Sagg and Mool now nourish
each other.”

In Mool, social sustainability entails
participatory consultations and reg-
ular engagement with the commu-
nity, including farmers and practi-
tioners associated with indigenous
methods, trades and skills, science
and technology fraternity, and people
inpublicservice delivery toimprove
quality of individual and community
experience of life - in areas of educa-
tion,livelihood, healthcare and ecol-
ogy, and explore a sustainable and
integrated way ofliving. These inter-
actions build shared networks and a
culture of collective problem-solving.

Similarly, for economic sustain-
ability, Mool collaborates with a sheep
and vegetable farm to provide youth
with the opportunity to learn skills
andacquiretheknowledgenecessary
to operate a successful small farm.

Mool also ensures ecological
sustainability by using eco-friendly
systemic practices. Optimum use of

infrastructure, materials, and time
are key values for Mool. Through
these values, Mool uses and promotes
zero waste systems, cost-effective
earth-building designs for
infrastructure, organic practices,
and materials for farming such as
zero pesticides and organic manure.
Through the community wellbeing
program, the attention of the
community is drawn towards the
need to create zero waste systems.

THE SAGG INITIATIVE
Dar’sinteractions with youth result-
edindevelopingland-linked initiatives
tosurvive andsustain. “When Kash-
mir’s highway is closed there is a
crisisasour dependence for materials
especially food is aggravated,” Dar
said.Inordertodiminish dependence
Dar believes land-based initiatives
are indispensable.

Dar launched Sagg eco-village in
2012 as aneco-cultural, recreational
and educational farm and a camping
facility. It develops and promotes
regenerative lifestyles based on the
integration of resources and needs.

“Sagg offers creative services,
spaces, products and programmes
promoting healthy and re-creative

lifestyles, which include educational,
work, and leadership capacity building
and consulting programmes for
individuals, groups, and
organizations,” Dar said. “The idea
is to integrate traditional with the
modern.”

Education and Recreation

With the aim to develop critical
thinking, reflection,leadership, plan-
ning, decision-makingand entrepre-
neurship abilities in children and
youth from 5-14 years age
group, Sagg organizes collaborative,
educational and recreational camps
for school children and youth. “We
primarilyfocus onfear-based decision
making and understand the
phenomenon. And also on self-
expression like organizing theatre
activities, paintings,art,drama,” Dar
said. The students practically
understand the science from
germination of seeds to blooming of
flowers. They also participate in
various group activities in the field
and nature, which help in their
cognitive and holistic development
rather than being bookish and lived
onaningrainedfearmentalframework.

“Children besides playing in the
opendovariousactivitieslike playing
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in the mud to learn farming, cook,
indulge in artistic activities,” Dar
said.

Besides personal, educational and
professional counselling and coach-
ing packages, the education menu
has a lot to offer like, the eco-educa-
tional tours, seminars, career plan-
ning, goal-oriented capacity building
programmes, coaching capsules with
personalized feedback, mentalhealth
programmes, facilitated day work-
shopsand seminarsforyouth, students,
teachers, parents, farmers, profes-
sionals and entrepreneurs.

“Wealsofocusonecological entre-
preneurship training in which we
build a business that also seeks to
undo the damage that the commer-
cialization of ourlife has donetoecol-
ogy and quality of our life,” Dar said
as designing a business that serves
the needs of people improve quality
of life and ecology are all intercon-
nected.

Sagg also organises recreational
activities like eco-therapy sessions,
mud therapy, art therapy, treks, and
rides.

PRODUCTS
Inalifeflooded with adulterated eat-
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ables and products which inevitably
impact the health of individu-
als, Sagg produces organic foods,
vegetables, fruits, poultry,and meat.
The un-adulterated produce is
processed in the kitchen. There are
anumber of productsthat Saggsells,
likeKashmiriwuer (atraditional mix
ofherbs and spices), wild honey, dried
apples, lotus stem, pickles, and
jams. Saggalsoprovidesawidevariety
ofhandcraftedlifestyle productsbased
on eco-friendly processes.

PLACES

In the vast, hygienic, and ventilated
kitchen organicfood is processed and
served. The smell of brewing Kahwa,
herbal and salty tealingers, alongside
the aroma of traditional food being
prepared from a wide variety of nat-
ural products.

KOTHAS

Unlike any palatial hotel stay, for any
guests desiring a calm and cosy stay
in a natural setting, Sagg’s two spa-
cious cottages with thatched roofs,
mud walls, beautifully adorned in
Kashmiris indigenous architecture
makes a big difference.

“In Kotha, we integrate vernacular
architecture with moderntechniques
tocreateauniqueblend of eco-friend-
ly dwelling experience with health

benefits, modern comforts and tradi-
tionalnomadicfeel,” Darsaid. Kotha is
atraditional nomadic hut-like dwelling
constructed mainly using stones,
timber and mud. At Sagg, however,
concrete and iron rings have been
used toadd strength to the structure.
Thewallsarefinished with mud plas-
ter and the roof has wooden tiles,
thatch or tin sheets.

As traditional architecture has
beenreplaced with modern concrete
and glass, the huts at Saggs like
traditional old houses have natural
insulation asitis warmerin winters
and cooler in summers. The thick
mud-plastered walls are also good
sound absorbers. “The architecture
of the house is integrated with our
healthylivingasitismind and body-
friendly — calms our senses and
reduces chances of many diseases
includingrespiratory problems, bone
diseases, and allergies,” Dar
explained. Also, inthe construction
ofthe houses, we generatedlivelihood
forlocalsas weusedlocal materials
andlabour. It willalsohelpin culture
revival and preservation.

Besides, traditional huts, thereare
many raised platforms of stone and
earth called Pyend surrounded by
wooden poles erected to hold the roof,
which can be finished with wooden
tiles, thatch or tin sheets. It offers a

panoramic view of the backwoods and
afar city and is an impressive place
torelax, reflect and work.

Till recently, the human excreta
was used as manure but has been
abandoned. At Sagg, the methods to
decompose have evolved
into Souan eco-toilet, a natural,
hygienic and cost-effective way of
processinghuman waste. “It ismod-
ified for hygiene traditional toilet,
which usesadrum to store the solid
waste, and can also have a urine
separation facility. It is an environ-
ment-friendly sustainable sanitation
system which renders human waste
as a resource for agricultural pur-
poses,” Dar said.

However, it uses replaceable and
recyclable drumstoaccumulate solid
waste. It produces safe and natural
manureforagriculture purposesthus
ensures a healthy food system.

TAMAHECOCLUB

Tamah eco-club is a multi-faceted
lifestyle offering that brings to you
services, spaces, products, and
programmes for an integrative and
regenerative lifestyle and society.
“Tamah seeks to fulfil all your
individual, family and community
needs for recreation, rejuvenation
andreflection,” Darsaidas Tamah also
endeavours torun public awareness

and engagement campaigns on
safeguarding our ecology.

Inthefacilities Food Forests, Saggis
growingdifferent species offood trees
like canopies, fruits and nut trees,
shrubs, herbaceous, berries, and
climbers.

Vision

Having started the forest farm vil-
lage academy in 2020 with a mission
tohelp 100,000 people build ecological
entrepreneurship ventures by
2030, Sagg envisions an ecologically
sensitiveandregenerativefuturethat
issocially integrative and equitable,
and economically self-sustaining.

So far, more than 8500 youth have
participated in capacity-building
programmes. “It is an open-source
ecological entrepreneurship venture.
Aspirants can come and replicatethe
model,” Darsaid, insistinghe provides
consultancy services to train and
equips people to become ecological
entrepreneurs.

Sagg is supported and sustained
by the revenue it generates from its
products and services. “Ineed more
investments and I will be turning it
into a private limited company to
organize it better,” Dar said as he
workingforitsgrowth. Sagg charges
Rs199to Rs 499 per adult per with no
chargesfor girls and only up toRs 15
for boys. [
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A GRIM SITUATION

For managing joblessness in one of the least poor territories in India, Syed Suhail Yaqoob argues for a

quick rethink in curriculum and innovative policy interventions at the earliest

€9 KLImage: BILALBAHADUR

ninterestingsituationhas

emerged in Jammu and

Kashmir. Centrefor Mon-

itoring Indian Economy
(CMIE)figures putthe unemployment
in Jammu and Kashmir at 16.2 per
cent, much higher unemployment
thanthenational average thatstands
at 6.7 per cent in 2016. In 2020, the
unemployment rate has gone up to
17.8 per cent.

The greatest concern isthat youth
unemployment stands at around 14
per cent inJammu and Kashmir. The
PLFS (Periodic Labour Force Survey)
report argues that there is also huge
chronic underemployment across the
erstwhile state. If the status under
‘current daily’ and ‘current weekly’

)

Youth crowded a vast ground of the BSF headquarters in Srinagar outskirts. They had come to write their examination that will pave way for their entry into BSF or CISF.

will be taken into consideration, the
unemployment rate will be much
higher than the UPS.

THE GSDP
InJammuand Kashmir, agriculture
doesnot provide employment through-
out the year but has some job peaks,
especially during harvesting. The
recent report by CMIE has argued
that the unemployment level has
fallentosingledigits. This conclusion
is debated given that Jammu and
Kashmirhasgone through some worst
phases since 2016. Unemployment is
at such an extreme level despite over
six per cent growth in Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP).

Over the years, there has been an

increase in the share as well as the
growth of the service sector in the
GSDP. However, thissector hasfailed
to generate employment for youth as
per the surge it shows. Although the
servicesector doesn’t contribute that
much to employment, it is the agri-
culture sector that has more than 50
per cent share in total employment
despite that it contributes less than
15 per cent to our GSDP.

SHRINKING LANDHOLDING

Itispertinent tomention that Jammu
and Kashmir is highly reliant on
agricultureforjobsbutthesejobsare
only available for afew months, espe-
cially around harvesting. There is a
seriouscrisisgoingoninagriculture
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and Jammu and Kashmir will also
seeadipinjobcreationasthereisan
increase inmarginalholdings which
now consist of more than 90 per cent
of overall landholdings.

Further training guns in the hor-
ticulture industry will not serve the
goalsofjob creation, however, income
generation can be achieved through
community-driven agriculture and
movingtonew cash crops from with-
inthefruitsbasket. Inrecent weeks,
reports appearing in the media sug-
gestthepricesofagricultural produc-
tion especially apples have crashed.
The present global economic crisis
owing to the Covid-19 pandemic has
only made the unemployment situa-
tion much worse.
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FRAGILE TOURISM

Some analysis suggeststhat the solu-
tion to the problem of unemployment
liesinsectorslikethe industrialand
tourismsector. Nodoubtthat Kashmir
is known for its tourism potential,
however, the fragile activity has
remained dependant on the political
situation in the region.

A crisis in the region leads to a
directimpact on tourism. Itis aphe-
nomenon that Kashmir wasobserved
since 1990. There was a sharp fall in
the arrivals in 2008, 2010, 2016 and
now during the pandemic. Until the
region remains at peace, it is impos-
sibleto createasustainablelivelihood
from the tourism sector. Good rela-
tions between Pakistan and India
will create a conducive atmosphere
for sustainable livelihood from the
tourism sector. Peace in the region
will facilitate the opening of roads,
which are bound to generate enough
employment.

THE INDUSTRIAL SECTOR

The same is the case with the indus-
trial sector. Theregion canboost only
those sectors on which we have an
edgelike shawl industry, carpet mak-
ingandpapermachie. NodoubtKash-
mir also produces a lot of important
inputsfor industrial purposes. What
islacking is the processing of those
inputs.

Forinstance, we produce one of the
finest apples in the world, which we
selling to other states rather than
processinghere. The state could have
created thousands of jobs through
thesimple installation of food process-
ingunits. Unfortunately, theerstwhile
statehasbecomethe producer of raw
materialsratherthan finished goods.

Fewofushaveanideathatthestate
is rich in minerals like copper are
lead, zinc, bauxite, chromium, gold,
arsenic, kaolinite, bios-pore, ochre,
coal, lignite, slate, marble, sapphire,
rubellite, quartzand serpentine. The
exploitation of these resourcesiscru-
cialto generate employment for thou-
sands of people.

ROAD REOPENING
Given that Jammu and Kashmir has
a unique geographical position, it
needs both investment and political
willbetween Indiaand Pakistan. The
location of the state closer to the cen-
tral Asian countries would provide
a boost to its economy and make it a
financial hub.

Economic history has shown that

theborder-states have always become
the hub of economic activity. The
history of Kashmir has shown that
thestatehad huge economicrelations
withthe central Asian countriesspan-
ning many centuries. In 2008 the
government of Jammu and Kashmir
opened two important routes which
include Uri-Muzaffarabad and Poonch-
Rawalakote. The new routes may
include Jammu-Sialkot, Chhamb-
Jourian-Mirpur, Gurez-Astor-Gilgit
and Jhanger-Mirpur. Simple econom-
icssuggestthat connectivity isessen-
tial for the growth of employment in
every economy. If the opening of the
trade routes takes place, there will
beaboom injobcreation in the state.
Since it began the experts estimat-
ed thatmore than Rs6000 crore worth
of trade was transacted through the
cross-LoC points and a total of 1.6
lakhjobdays were created.In 2008-09,
the traded goods were only worth Rs
3 crore (Pakistani) and Rs 2 crore
(Indian). The trade jumped to Rs 441
crore (Pakistani) and Rs 454 crore
(Indian) respectively in 2018-19.

BRIEF STUDY

According to a study by the Bureau
of Research on Industry and Eco-
nomic Fundamentals (BRIEF), about
662tradersfrom Jammuand Kashmir
areregistered to trade at both points
at Uriand Poonch, of whom 110 trad-
ed actively. The tradershad said that
with uncertainty over thereopening

of the trade, their livelihoods will be
injeopardy,along with thoseloaders,
transporters, retailers who were part
oftheirtrade,aswell astheirfamilies,
totallingaround 40 thousand people.

The Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment had estimated that there was a
recorded import of Rs 2500 crore of
Indian currency up to (the end) of
March 2016. A kind of peace agree-
mentbetween the two states can help
to boost the growth rate.

REFORM EDUCATION

Reform in the education sector is
especially needed to ensure that the
youth getdecentjobs.Itiseverybody’s
knowledge that the sector is beset
with problems of incompetence, leth-
argy and bookish knowledge, which
isless valuableinthe current digital
age. A cursory look at higher educa-
tion will reveal that these institutions
lack imparting skilled courses to
students. Jammu and Kashmir still
rely onoutdated theoretical knowledge
withnoregardtoeither combination
of subjects or skill courses.

Now when skill courses are intro-
duced inthecollege curriculum, there
isalsocorruptionandlack of planning
inintroducingthese courses. Unfor-
tunately, skill courses provided are
just the other theoretical subjects.
Some colleges have made an effort to
introduceskill coursesthroughincu-
bation and learning centres, how-
ever, there is still a long way ahead.

At the same time, the education
sector is beset with redundancy and
corruptionasalongtermplaniscom-
pletelymissing. History suggeststhat
economic growth and employment
goes in tune with quality education
especially skill development. It has
become amatter of most importance
torevive education especially college
education to boost chances of employ-
ment in the state.

Therecent data on unemployment
must generate a serious concern at
every level of our society. The report
shows that the state is fairing worst
in the unemployment scenario, espe-
cially among youth. For the employ-
ment generation, few necessary steps
must be taken. It needs a serious
political will. Openingoftrade routes
and communication is sure enough
togenerate much employment coupled
with reviving education and invest-
ment innew tourist places. It is impor-
tant for researchers to note why in
Jammu and Kashmir the poverty is
solow despite highlevels of unemploy-
ment. Few have dwelled on the subject.
However at present to provide oppor-
tunities for employment skill cours-
es with long term planning must be
encouraged at the earliest.[

(The author is PhD in economics

Jfrom Aligarh Muslim University.

Theopinionsexpressed in this write-

up are those of the author’s and do

not purport to reflect the views of

Kashmir Life.)




GRATITUDE

“DEATH OF A MUSLIM SCHOLAR IS A LOSS TO THE WHOLE UNIVERSE AND IS IRREPLACEABLE.”
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We Extend our immense Gratitude & thanks to all those who expressed their condolences, offered prayers and showed
sympathy with us on the demise of our Esteemed Head of the family MOULVI GHULAM RASOOL SHAH residence of
Nawakadal on 2" Sept 2021,who was a Prominent Religious Islamic Scholar, a Pious and Noble soul. He was a Selfless &
Sincere person and the secret of his Happiness was Simplicity.

He was a true Muhib e Mirwaizeen Kashmir...

And He was at the Forefront of Sacred Holy Relic of PROPHET MUHAMMAD (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) Movement (Moi-e-
Muqgaddus) in 1963 along side Shaheed Milat Moulvi Mohammad Farooq (RA) as his close comrade and confident...

He guided people in worldly & spiritual affairs till his end. He had been a very Helpful & a Sociable person who spent his
life in a much Humble way.

We Thank all our Relatives, Neighbours, Friends, Colleagues, Social, Professional & Religious Organizations especially;
. Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir Dr Moulvi Mohammad Umar Farooq sahib

. Mr Khursheed Ahmad Tramboo sahib (Chairman Khyber Group Industries)

«  Prof G M Bhat sahib (President Jamiat Ahli hadees)

. Mufti Yagoob sahib and Molana Rehmatullah sahib

We learned during these moments of profound grief and sorrow, Human Relationship truly does give value to survival.

WE PRAY TO ALMIGHTY ALLAH TO GRANT HIM THE HIGHEST PLACE IN JANNAH. (AAMEEN)

from
Gh Ahmad Shah | Shafeeq Shah | Dr Showkat Shah
(77808 08018]
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